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The Problem

Agricultural workers in the Great Plains 
Center region are at substantially 
increased risk of fatal workplace injury 
in comparison to workers in any other 
economic sector. Many Midwestern 
farms are located in rural areas and 
employee only a few individuals –
therefore, both operators and 
employees are often unfamiliar with 
best safety and health practices.  
Consequently, there is a need to build 
regional expertise in both agricultural 
safety and health research and related 
outreach activities. The pilot grant 
program provides essential resources to 
applicants committed to prevention of 
agricultural injury and illness by funding 
(i) innovative research projects and (ii) 
community-based outreach projects led 
by organizations responding to 
important but unmet safety and health 
needs.

Activity

Each year, the Great Plains Center for 
Agricultural Health (GPCAH) at the 
University of Iowa solicits applications 
for pilot grants for both academic 
research and community outreach 
projects.  Projects are reviewed and 
prioritized by their potential to create 
new agricultural safety and health 
knowledge, impact vulnerable

more than 4,600 individuals and has 
generated 98 media stories promoting 
agricultural health across the region. In 
addition to community-based 
organizations, seven grants were 
awarded to build careers of research 
scientists who have produced nine 
scientific publications and presented 
results at over 40 agricultural 
conferences and events. Currently ~80% 
of new and beginning researchers who 
received pilot grant support are now 
employed as an agricultural safety and 
health professional or are working in a 
related public health field.

populations, address emerging 
hazards, and foster a growing 
agricultural safety and health 
workforce. GPCAH faculty and staff 
provide academic and technical 
consultation to applicants to maximize 
the impact of their pilot grant projects. 
In addition, grant recipients are 
encouraged to publish their findings in 
the public health literature and to 
present important new approaches at 
local and national agricultural safety and 
health conferences, including the 
annual Midwest Rural Agricultural 
Safety and Health conference. 

“My pilot project helped 
increase young producer’s 
awareness of noise 
hazards in swine 
confinement buildings. I 
worked with various 
community and state 
organizations, including 
the Farm Bureau and Iowa 
Pork Producers.” 

– Josie Ruldophi, 
PhD student

The pilot project 
program serves as 
incubator for new 
agricultural safety 

research and 
prevention activities 

in the Midwest

30% OF FARM EQUIPMENT CRASHES OCCUR
IN URBAN ZIP CODES

Impact
From 2011-2016, the GPCAH funded 
23 pilot projects to address 
important safety and health topics 
relevant to protecting farm 
operators and farm workers.  More 
than half of the grants were 
awarded to community-based non-
profit organizations (52%) which has 
resulted in greater organizational 
capacity to respond to agricultural 
safety and health priorities and 
improved public awareness of 
agricultural safety and health risks 
through training events, educational 
campaigns, and media coverage.  
From 2011-16, the pilot grant 
program has funded the training of
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