
Greetings, 

Thank you to all of our 

alumni who have offered 

support during the recent 

flooding at the University of 

Iowa.  The University 

community pulled together 

and it was through a lot of 

effort and some luck that UI 

buildings and materials were 

not damaged much worse 

than they were.  More flood information can be 

found at http://www.uiowa.edu/floodrecovery/.  

As many of you know, Dean James Merchant will be 

stepping down at the end of July.  I would like to 

take this opportunity to not only thank him for his 

years of leadership, but also to share with you the 

profound understanding and foresight he provided 

in the development of the College of Public Health 

especially as it relates to the Department of Health 

Management and Policy.  Because of both the 

relationship with the College of Public Health 

(CPH) and the relationship CPH has with the 

Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH), 

there are specific incentives for maintaining a strong 

MHA Program, including cooperative research 

grants and traineeships.   

As the founding dean, Jim Merchant understood 

the fact that it is scholarship that enables strategic 

growth and expansion to enable solid platforms for 

academic reputations.  Because of our involvement 

in the CPH we will be able to break through the 

ceiling that instructional programs bump up 

against. One look at the top programs in the 

rankings over the last 15 years shows a clear 

relationship between the prestige of the college 

home of the program and the reputation of the 

university at large.  The top programs are in very 

strong schools of public health (Michigan, 

Minnesota, North Carolina, Columbia, CA 

Berkeley, etc.).  The scholarship of the faculty within 

the departments (most of them are named Health 

Policy and Management) and the research reputation 

of the public health schools in which they reside lifts 

up the reputation of the MHA Programs. 

At Iowa, the MHA Program, with Board of Regents 
approval, can set its own tuition through a surcharge 
assessment that is used by the MHA Program 
Director to strengthen the program. A portion of 
these dollars are designated for scholarships, and 
remaining funds are used for student travel, MHA 
staff positions, the Executive in Residence 
appointments, and other resources to support the 
MHA program.  

In the last newsletter, I indicated that we were very 
close to finalizing the recruitment of a very strong 
Dean.  In this current newsletter, you will find full 
coverage of incoming Dean Susan Curry. On top of 
all of her credentials, she is very approachable and a 
pleasure to work with. In addition, Sue is no stranger 
to the delivery of health services through her 
experience with Group Health in the state of 
Washington.  She will be a Distinguished Professor 
of Health Management and Policy with her tenured 
faculty appointment in our HMP Department 

In other news, the search committee for my 
replacement as department head is being chaired by 
Bob Wallace, who is one of the most distinguished 
scholars in our College. I am sure he will find 
additional assistance with the networks provided by 
Dean Curry, and the other members of the 
committee including our departmental members, 
Marcia Ward and Larry Prybil, and two HMP 
alumni, Rick Breon and Marsha Miller. 
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It is a distinct pleasure to be able to acknowledge an 

Iowa alum who was honored this year by the Ameri-

can College of Healthcare Executives. Wayne B. 

Sorensen, PhD, FACHE, Associate Professor at Texas 

State University-San Marcos in San Marcos, has been 

named the recipient of one of two American College 

of Healthcare Executives 2008 Gold Medal Awards. 

Sorenson received his doctorate from our program as 

a U.S. Army officer in 1985.  The Gold Medal Award 

is ACHEôs highest honor bestowed on outstanding 

leaders who, through a career of service, have made 

significant contributions to the healthcare field.  The 

purpose of this award is to identify Fellows of the 

American College of Healthcare Executives who best 

exemplify leadership at the organizational, local, 

state/provincial and national levels. Sorensen joins 

David A. Stark, ó96, as one of two department alums 

to have been issued awards by the ACHE this year. 

Stark was featured in our Winter 07/08 Newsletter 

for receiving the Robert S. Hudgens Memorial Award  

for Young Healthcare Executive of the Year. 

Both award recipients were honored at the Congress 

last March. They will both be attending the Depart-

mentôs 30th Annual Healthcare Symposium on Octo-

ber 17, 2008 and will be recognized at that event as 

well. This yearôs Symposium promises to be one of 

the best in the series. I encourage you to register and 

join the many alumni and friends who will attend 

what has become one of the finest one-day educa-

tional programs in our field. 

The pre-public phase of the College of Public Health 
Fund Raising Campaign is proceeding well. The 
Campaign Committee is chaired by Steve Ummel 
(MA, ô65) and includes a broad cross-section of the 
Collegeôs friends and alumni. The HMP Alumni 
Leadership Team includes Ken Matzick, Duncan 
Moore, Larry Prybil, Merve Riepe, Steve Ummel, and 
me together with Barry Greene and Scott Ford, the 
Collegeôs Development Officer. Other members of 
the HMP Alumni Board are working closely with this 
Team, and we are grateful to them. Excellent progress 
is being made toward the initial Campaign goal of 
$15 million, and the Campaign Committee will pro-
vide an overall progress report at the Symposium in 
October. We hope to see you there.  
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Alumni Update 

Steve Corbeil 

HMP Alumni Board President 

Alumni Get Involved in Chicago Class Trip  

We are appreciative that a number of Chicago area alumni braved the cold weather to attend a gathering with 

first year students during our annual trip to Chicago. A good time was had by all. 

Steve Ummel ô65 and  

Marsha Miller ô87 
Back row, L to R: Brad Hansen ô93, Bill Coddington ô02, John 

Diedrich ô93, Scott Kent ô93, Sarah Coddington ô02. Front row, L to 

R: Sean OõGrady ô93, Holly Wisniewski ô04, Monica Wallace ô06, 

Belinda Horaney ô05. 
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Student News 

Greetings from the MHA and MPH in Policy 
Programs, 

As the enclosed list of placements attests, our 
graduates this year secured some very impressive 
fellowships and jobs.  I believe the quality of our 
graduates in the past gives our students a ñleg upò 
when they apply for positions.  My impression is that 
our alumni have given executives in the field reason 
to expect UI students to be well-prepared, team 
oriented, and to have a strong work ethic.  Of course, 
while the second year students were preparing to 
graduate, Jean, Torrie, the faculty, and Iowa City 
alumni were well-occupied recruiting potential 
students for this fall.  As I write this, we are planning 
on 25 students matriculating to the MHA and 3 to 
the MPH this fall.  They are a strong group and we 
expect them to make you proud to call them fellow 
alumni. 

In sad news,  Shane Cerone has been recruited to be 
the COO for Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak, 
Michigan.  Shane contributed tremendously to the 
department, co-taught the capstone course, mentored 
students, taught a seminar on oral presentations, and 
served as a sounding board on program changes. 

On a brighter note for the department, Jim Tinker 
came aboard this spring as the new Executive in 
Residence.  Jimôs bio is on our website, so I will just 
mention that he is the President Emeritus of Mercy 
Hospital in Cedar Rapids, Iowa where he served for 
25 years.  He has already been actively engaged in 
mentoring students, serving on panels for our 
annual Witt-Kieffer Career seminar, and will 
participate in the student orientation in August. Jim 
will be a great asset to the department.  We also 
welcomed two new instructors this year.  Ken Fisher, 
the UIHC CFO taught our healthcare finance 
course. Brian White, from UIHCôs legal affairs 
office, taught the health law course. 

As always, I and the entire department appreciate 
the wonderful support we receive from alumni, and 
welcome any suggestions you have for how we can 
improve the education experience for our students. 

MHA and MPH Program Update  

Cook County Hospital, Chicago, IL 

Advocate Lutheran General, Park Ridge, IL 

 Hosts: Susan Nibbe ó88, Michael Bernas ó06, Tracy Lewis ó06 

University of Chicago 

 Hosts: Sarah Coddington ó02, Scott Kent ó93, Belinda Horaney ó05 

Childrenôs Memorial Hospital 

 Hosts: Bill Coddington ó02, Jill Keats ó89 

The Department of Health Management and Policy would like to thank our alumni and others who made 

our visits enjoyable and educational. These opportunities would not be possible without your support. 

Spring 2008 Class Trips  

Jill Keats ô89 and Carrie Blatchford 

L to R: Nikki Deklotz, Carrie Blatchford, Annie 

Obrecht, Kara Schutts, Jessie Grafenberg, Aaron 

Hefel, and Brianne Corfman  

Thomas E. Vaughn, PhD 

Director of Masters Programs 
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Student News 

The HMP Alumni Reception during ACHE Congress was very well-attended. Over 25 students took advan-

tage of the large alumni turnout to network and to learn more about life after graduation. Steve Corbeil, '84, 

HMP Alumni Board President, reported on the College of Public Health Capital Campaign and the opportu-

nity for alumni to play a major role establishing the College's own building. Dr Greene updated the alumni 

on both the Dean and the Department Head searches. Tom Dolan, '77, President & CEO of ACHE, also 

addressed the group.  

2008 ACHE Congress 

Left to right: Chad Wolbers ô99, Todd Linden ô87, Matt Oujiri ô03 

David Stark ô96 and  

Michelle Niermann ô94 

Tom Dolan ô77, 

President and CEO 

of ACHE 

Aaron DeBoer ô03 

and  

John Wocher ô96 

Honorary Alumnus 

Matt Sogard ô04 and  

Sharon Larson-Riley ô86 

Spring 2008 Executive Seminars  

Tom Evans, President and CEO, Iowa Healthcare Collaborative, Des Moines, IA 

 ñThe Iowa Healthcare Collaborative Approach to Getting Physicians Engagedò 

Rick Breon, President and CEO, Spectrum Health, Grand Rapids, MI 

 ñA Conversation with Rick Breonò 

Lori Wightman, RN, FACHE, President, New Ulm Medical Center, New Ulm, MN 

 ñNew Ulm Model for Physician/Hospital Partnershipò 

If you have news about your 

professional activities, honors, 

or other items that you would 

like to share with fellow alumni 

in future issues of the Alumni 

Newsletter, e-mail a message to 

Sharon-peck@uiowa.edu.  

Keep us posted! 


