


  



 
 
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
We are pleased to provide you with this annual report of the research and educational activities 
of the Center for Health Policy and Research (CHPR).  This year we have added highlights to this 
report on sample projects and publications in the Center.  
 
This report provides descriptions of the 23 funded research projects housed in the Center.  
Affiliated with CHPR are 13 Center Associates, including faculty in the Department of Health 
Management and Policy and other Principal Investigators who use CHPR as their base for 
research activities.  CHPR-based projects provided salary support to an additional 22 Center 
Affiliates and 15 Graduate Research Assistants.  Also listed are other research projects, housed 
outside CHPR, that support Center Associates.  We have listed the 33 publications and 28 
presentations during 2007 involving our Center Associates. 
 
The Center supports the Department of Health Management and Policy doctoral program and 
offers weekly educational activities.  This annual report lists the Seminar Series, Research 
Updates, and Methods Workshop presentations during 2008.  We also list the 3 publications 
during 2008 that were co-authored by HMP doctoral students and several that are forthcoming. 
 
As you will see from this report, the CHPR Associates, Affiliates, and Graduate Research 
Assistants are actively engaged in important work focused on health policy and research issues.  
We enjoy sharing news of our research and educational activities and hope you find this report 
interesting.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 

 
 
Marcia M. Ward, Ph.D. 
Director 
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CENTER ASSOCIATES*  

  

Rachel Anderson, Ph.D.  Samuel Levey, Ph.D. 

Christopher Atchison, M.P.A.  Lawrence Prybil, Ph.D. 

James Bahensky, M.S. Tanya Uden-Holman, Ph.D. 

Barry Greene, Ph.D. Thomas Vaughn, Ph.D. 

Jason Hockenberry, Ph.D. Marcia Ward, Ph.D. 

Brian Kaskie, Ph.D. George Wehby, Ph.D. 

Donna Katen-Bahensky, M.S. Fredric Wolinsky, Ph.D. 
 

*Center Associates include faculty in the Department of Health Management and Policy and 
others who are principal investigators on research projects based in the Center for Health 
Policy and Research. 

 
 

CENTER AFFILIATES ** 
  
Alison Amendola Department of Health Management and Policy 
Hyonggin An, Ph.D. Department of Biostatistics 
Elizabeth Chrischilles, Ph.D.  Department of Epidemiology 
John Geweke, Ph.D. Department of Economics 
Tim Gutshall, M.D. Iowa Foundation for Medical Care 
Loreen Herwaldt, M.D. Department of Internal Medicine 
Michael Jones, Ph.D. Department of Biostatistics 
Mark Koepke Iowa Foundation for Medical Care 
Jeff Murray, M.D. Department of Pediatrics 
Robert Ohsfeldt, Ph.D.  Texas A&M University 
Claire Pavlik, Ph.D. Department of Geography 
James Price, Ph.D. Department of Health Management and Policy 
Gary Rosenthal, M.D. Department of Internal Medicine 
Diane Schaeffer Department of Health Management and Policy 
Linda Snetselaar, Ph.D. Department of Epidemiology 
Marita Titler, Ph.D., R.N. College of Nursing 
Kelli Vellinga, R.N. Iowa Foundation for Medical Care 
Rujuta Vidal Department of Health Management and Policy 
Douglas Wakefield, Ph.D. University of Missouri 
Robert Wallace, M.D., M.Sc. Department of Epidemiology 
Laurie Walkner Institute for Public Health Practice 
Kara Wright Department of Epidemiology 

 
**Center Affiliates include faculty and staff who receive a portion of salary support from 
research projects based in the Center for Health Policy and Research. 
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GRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANTS *** 

  

Suzanne Bentler Department of Health Management and Policy 

Janet Benton Department of Health Management and Policy 

Beth Cook Department of Health Management and Policy 

Nicole Dehning Department of Health Management and Policy 

Ammon Fillmore Department of Health Management and Policy 

Li Liu Department of Biostatistics 

Troy Mills Department of Health Management and Policy 

John Nganga Department of Health Management and Policy 

Kwame Nyarko Department of Health Management and Policy 

Maksym Obrizan Department of Economics 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ Department of Health Management and Policy 

Qian Qiu Department of Health Management and Policy 

Lance Roberts Department of Health Management and Policy 

Smruti Vartak Department of Health Management and Policy 

Matthew Wyatt Department of Health Management and Policy 
 
 
 

***Graduate Research Assistants are students in masters and Ph.D. programs who receive a 
portion of salary support from research projects based in the Center for Health Policy and 
Research. 
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RESEARCH PROJECTS WITH CHPR ASSOCIATES AS PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS 
 
Rachel Anderson, PhD (PI) 
Evaluation of Multi-Dimensional Treatment Foster Care 
Tanager Place 
Direct Funds: $3,704, Funding Period: 2007 - 2008 
This project evaluates Multi-Dimensional Treatment (MDT) Foster Care. Evaluation components include 
clinical, social and environmental outcomes of children and their families, the quantity and quality of out-of-
home placements, MDT family foster care retention and satisfaction, and mental health service utilization. 
 
Division of Mental Health and Disability Services--Technical Assistance: Policy Briefs & Data Analysis 
Iowa Department of Human Services 
Direct Funds: $131,545 | Funding Period: 2007 - 2008 
This project involves participation in the re-ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ Iowa by steering 
committee membership, conducting data analyses relative to current trends in service delivery, and the 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ LƻǿŀΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
managed behavioral health care. 
 
 
Barry Greene, PhD (PI) 
Hospital Leadership Quality Assessment: Building a Technical Assistance Program for Hospital Quality 
Improvement 
Commonwealth Fund 
Co-Investigators: Samuel Levey, Thomas Vaughn 
Direct Funds: $457,519 | Funding Period: 2008 ς 2010 
The project aims to establish and support Technical Assistance Protocols (TAP) derived from the Hospital 
[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ άIƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ¢ƻƻƭέ 
 
 
Brian Kaskie, PhD (PI) 
The Development of an EBP Model of Service Delivery for Older Adults with Mental Illnesses 
Iowa Department of Human Services 
Direct Funds: $72,081 | Funding Period: 2006 - 2008 
The goal of this work contract is to initiate a planning process that leads to the development and evaluation of 
an evidence-based practice for older adults with mental illnesses who present in primary health care settings. 
 
Iowa Coalition on Mental Health and Aging (4th Phase) 
Iowa Department of Human Services 
Direct Funds: $111,941 | Funding Period: 2006 - 2008 
This project is a continuation of the Iowa Coalition on Mental Health and Aging (ICMHA) efforts. The goal of 
the contract is to build on the existing efforts of the coalition. This phase continues to include staff support of 
ICMHA efforts. 
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Brian Kaskie, PhD (PI) (cont.) 
The Development of an EBP Model of Service Delivery for Older Adults with Mental Illnesses 
Iowa Department of Human Services 
Direct Funds: $29,975 | Funding Period: 2007 - 2008 
This project is a continuation of a previous award.  The goal of this work contract is to initiate a planning 
process that leads to the development and evaluation of an evidence-based practice for older adults with 
mental illnesses who present in primary health care settings. 
 
 
Lawrence Prybil, PhD (PI) 
Studying Governance in Community Healthcare Systems 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
Co-Investigator: Samuel Levey 
Direct Funds: $237,000 | Funding Period: 2006 - 2008 
This study examines governance structures, practices, and culture in a group of non-profit community health 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  Lǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ όάōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέύ ƛƴ 
the nonprofit field. 
 
Baseline Survey of Governing Boards in Community Healthcare Systems 
Grant Thornton LLP 
Co-Investigator: Samuel Levey 
Direct Funds: $36,000 | Funding Period: 2006 - 2008 
This grant supports a mail survey of the CEOs of 201 nonprofit community health systems.  The purpose is to 
obtain the /9hΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
compliments a related project funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 
 
Promoting Wellness and Reducing Obesity Among Children 
Principal Financial Group Foundation 
Co-Investigator: Linda Snetselaar 
Direct Funds: $250,000 | Funding Period: 2008 ς 2013 
Funds are to provide resources to support the collaborative efforts of the College of Public Health and the 
communities of Muscatine and Fort Dodge in the evaluation of community-based initiatives directed at 
attacking obesity and promoting health of children in those communities. The goal is to create national models 
of evidence-based, community-wide programs that can be replicated in other communities. 
 

Tanya Uden-Holman, PhD (PI) 
Activate Iowa: Connecting Resources to Enhance the Health and Wellness of Iowans 
Wellmark Foundation 
Direct Funds: $10,000 | Funding Period: 2007 - 2010 
The project goals include: 1) iƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ LƻǿŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ citizen-focused educational 
programs; 2) identify grass-roots resources to enhance and benefit community-based initiatives; and 3) 
promote a collaborative, linked and sustained approach based on a three-year commitment. 
 
  


