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Dr. MacKinney has worked in health care for over 30 years – the first 14 years 
as a rural family physician, practicing the full scope of family medicine. He 
has both owned a private practice and worked with a large health care system. 
Dr. MacKinney worked as Medical Director for a globally-capitated primary 
care group with 210 employees and a $50 million budget. He also worked for 
8 years as a national rural health care consultant. In addition to his 
professorship at the University of Iowa, Dr. MacKinney currently works as an 
emergency department physician in rural Minnesota. 
 
Dr. MacKinney is a member of the Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) 
Health Panel and has served on national committees for the Institute of 
Medicine, the Department of Health and Human Services, the American 
Academy of Family Physicians, and the American Medical Association. In his 
capacity as a rural health advocate, Dr. MacKinney writes and presents 
nationally. Dr. MacKinney's professional interests include rural health system design, health care value, physician 
and administration relationships, physician payment, rural health policy, and population-based health care. 
 
Consultation Work 

• Rural hospital performance improvement in over 50 rural communities 
• Volume to value transformation in rural systems of care 
• Physician/administration relationship assessment and development 

Professional Activities  
• Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis and Health Panel 
• National Advisory Committee to HHS on Rural Health and Human Services 
• Institute of Medicine Future of Rural Health Committee 
• Stratis Health Quality Improvement Organization – Board 

Selected Publications 
• The Business Case for Tele-Emergency. Telemedicine and eHealth. 2015. (submitted) 
• Advancing the Transition to a High Performance Rural Health System. RUPRI Policy Paper. 2014. 
• From Health Care Volume to Health Care Value—Success Strategies for Rural Health Care Providers. 

Journal of Rural Health. 2013. 
• Pursuing High Performance in Rural Health. RUPRI Futures Lab. 2012. 
• Place-Based Policies and Public Health: The Road to Healthy Rural People and Places. Policy Paper. 2011. 
• The March to Accountable Care Organizations – How Will Rural Fare? Journal of Rural Health. 2010. 
• Care Across the Continuum: Access to Health Care Services Rural America. Journal of Rural Health. 2006. 
• Quality through Collaboration: The Future of Rural Health. National Academies, Institute of Medicine. The 

National Academies Press. Washington, DC. 2004. 

Presentation Topics  
• Health Care Value, Health Care Reform, Rural Accountable Care Organizations, Physician Allies, 

Organizational Excellence, Medical Homes, Value-Based Purchasing, Emergency Department Topics 
 

Education 
Dr. MacKinney graduated from the Medical College of Ohio (University of Toledo) in 1982 and completed a family 
practice residency with the Mayo Clinic health care system in 1985. He maintains Family Medicine Board 
certification and a Certificate of Added Qualifications in Geriatrics. In 1998, Dr. MacKinney completed his Master's 
Degree in Administrative Medicine from the University of Wisconsin. 
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