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A. Personal Statement

My research has focused on the design of community health promotion interventions that address major social
determinants of health and health disparities. A constant theme of my research has been engaging community
members, in the design, implementation and evaluation of the intervention using a Community-Based
Participatory Research (CBPR) approach. | have served as PI or co-PI on multiple NIH and CDC funded
research projects. | have also published extensively on the use of and evaluation of community-academic
partnerships. In addition to my research activities, my service activities have included advising on issues of
community engagement in research. | have served as an advisor to the National Children’s Study (NCS) on
issues of community engagement, presenting to their National Advisory Committee and also serving as co-chair
of the NCS working group on community engagement and outreach. | have consulted with community-
academic partnerships in California, Alabama, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Oregon, Canada and Puerto
Rico and have been invited to present on community engaged research in many national conferences and
symposia.

B. Positions and Honors

Positions and Employment

1982-84 Deputy Headmistress, Shikunga Secondary School, Kenya

1985-87 Program Support Officer, Save the Children Federation, Burkina Faso, West Africa

1987-89 Research Assistant , University of North Carolina School of Public Health, Chapel Hill, NC

1989-91 Health Education Coordinator, Bradley Free Clinic, Roanoke, VA

1991-95 Research and Teaching Assistant, University of North Carolina, School of Public Health, Chapel
Hill, NC

1995-02 Assistant Professor, Department of Health Behavior and Health Education, School of Public Health,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mi

2002-10 Associate Professor, Department of Health Behavior and Health Education, School of Public Health,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mi

2005-10 Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, School of Public Health, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Ml

2010-present Professor and Head, Community and Behavioral Health, College of Public Health, the University of
lowa, lowa City, IA

2010-present Director, Community Engagement Key Function, Institute for Clinical and Translational Science, the
University of lowa, lowa City, IA

2010-present Director, Community Outreach and Engagement, Environmental Health Sciences Research Center,
the University of lowa, lowa City, IA

2011-present Director, Prevention Research Center-Rural Health, the University of lowa, lowa City, IA

Honors
1995 Delta Omega, Public Health National Honorary Society
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2001 Early Career Award, APHA, Public Health Education & Health Promotion Section

2007-2008 CIC Academic Leadership Program Fellow

2010-present Invited Member, National Advisory Committee for Environmental Policy and Technology for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
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environmental justice: applying lessons from freight’s, environment justice. Environmental Justice, 7(2), 45-
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formal implementatin strategy in community primary care. Nursing Research and Practice, 2013(Article 1D
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D. Research Support

Ongoing Research Support

5 U48 DP001902 Parker (PI) 03/01/10-09/29/19

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

The University of lowa Prevention Research Center for Rural Health

Major Goals: To develop and evaluate a community-based program in the area of nutrition and exercise to
reduce BMI in rural lowans through the establishment of the Prevention Research Center.

3 UL1 TR0O00442-06S1 Rosenthal (PI) 09/17/07-04/30/14

NIH Institute/Center: National Center for Research Resources (NCRR) (pending funding)

University of lowa Clinical and Translational Science Program

Role: Director, Community Engagement Key Function

Major Goals: To create a definable academic home for the discipline of clinical and translational science and to
encourage the development of novel methods and approaches to clinical and translational research, enhance
informatics and technology resources, and improve training and mentoring to ensure that new investigators
can navigate the increasingly complex research system.

DHHS/NIH Laroche (PI) 07/01/2014-06/30/2017
Family Obesity Intervention: Motivational Interviewing and Community Support
Role: Co-Investigator

5883HP33 Nothwehr (PI) 08/01/12-09/29/16

CDCl/lowa Department of Public Health

Community Transformation Grant (CTG) Evaluation Services

Role: Co-investigator

The major goal of this project is to provide evaluation services for the lowa Community Transformation Grant
(CTG).

R49 CE002108 Peek-Asa (PI) 08/01/12-07/31/17

CDC

The University of lowa Injury Prevention Research Center

Role: Co-Investigator

The goal of the Ul IPRC remains to control and prevent injuries, especially in rural communities, focusing on
high-risk populations such as children, the elderly, farmers, and those with disabilities, through interdisciplinary
research, outreach and training, targeting a wide variety of unintentional injuries.

5U190H008868 Merchant (PI) 09/01/11-08/31/16

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Healthier Workforce Center for Excellence

Role: Evaluation & Stat Prog Director

Major Goals: To improve the understanding of effective, integrated employee health programs and to translate
this evidence base into practice for the benefit of employed populations.

2U540H007548 Gerr (PI) 09/30/11-09/29/16
CDC/NIOSH

Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health and Safety

Role: Evaluation Program Director

Major Goals: To conduct a multidisciplinary agricultural health and safety program, develop and evaluate novel
disease and injury prevention models and develop and implement professional training in agricultural health



and safety for health professionals.

3 P30 ES005605 Thorne (PI) 08/01/12-03/31/17

NIEHS

Environmental Health Sciences Research Center

Community Outreach and Engagement Core

Role: Core Director

The goal of the EHSRC is to promote research interactions among environmental health researchers at the Ul,
enhancing ongoing environmental health research and facilitating initiation of new collaborative and
interdisciplinary environmental health research focused on rural populations.

LMG-12-13 Morcuende (PI) 10/01/12-12/31/14
USAID/Ponseti International

Clubfoot Disability: Model for Sustainable Health System Programs

Role: Evaluation Director

The overall goals of the project are to better understand and learn how to strengthen the essential elements of
the public health model for effective national clubfoot programs; and change the lives of thousands of children
in Pakistan, Peru, and Nigeria by increasing access to the low-cost, low-tech, non-invasive, and highly effective
Ponseti Method for treating clubfoot.

Completed Research Support (selected)

BCS-0909447 Tschakert (PI) 09/01/09-08/31/14
National Science Foundation
Climatic Extremes, Mining, and Mycobacerium Ulcerans: A Coupled Approach
Role: Co-Investigator
Sub-Award: 4327-UI-NSF-9447 - Parker (PI) 09/01/10-08/31/14
Major Goals: To explore the emergence of a tropical disease, Buruli ulcer (BU) in Ghana at multiple temporal
and spatial scales and to explore the impact of human and natural systems on its emergence.

RO1 ES 014566 Parker (PI) 05/01/07-04/30/12

NIH NIEHS

A Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR) Intervention for Childhood Asthma Using Air Filters and
Air Conditioners

Roles: PI (2007-2010; Co-PI 2010-2012)

Major Goals: To test the efficacy of air filters separately and when combined with air conditioners to reduce
exposure to PM; to test the association between the use of air filters separately and when combined with air
conditioners and the health status of children over and above a standard community health worker
intervention; to elucidate the causal pathways by which any intervention-related improvements in asthma-
related health status is occurring.

1R01ES016306 Parker (PI) 07/01/09-06/30/12

National Institute for Environmental Health Sciences

Risk Communication for Environmental Exposure

Roles: PI (7/09-7/10); Co-PI (7/10-6/12)

Major Goals: To explore through qualitative in-depth interviews and a closed-ended questionnaire, the mental
conceptualizations of risk for dioxin-like compounds among residents in Midland and Saginaw counties in
Michigan who live in areas that have been exposed to DLCs for the purpose of improving risk communication
strategies.
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